
LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE - LICENSING ACT 2003

26th October 2018

Councillors Griffiths, Knight and Stalker

Officers: Vanessa Brown, Solicitor
Natalie Graham, Licensing Officer, 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services



  Helen Richards, Democratic Services 
  Administrator

4 Election of Chairman 

RESOLVED: That Councillor Knight be appointed Chairman.

COUNCILLOR KNIGHT IN THE CHAIR

5 Declarations of Interest 

None.

6 Application for the grant of a premises licence 

The Sub-Committee considered an application for a premises licence in respect 
of Chicago Pizza, 67 Barbourne Road, Worcester, WR1 1SB

At the start of the meeting the Chairman made the following statement:

“Presentations to this Sub-Committee are not given under oath. However, I 
would like to remind all parties that the highest standards are expected and 
any deviation from these high standards could possibly influence any decision 
of the Sub-Committee.”

All parties to the hearing introduced themselves. The applicant Mr Siril Johnson 
was represented by Mr Bill Mercer, his agent. Mr Johnson stated he was 
satisfied with the proposed procedure.

Vanessa Brown, for the Legal Services Manager, summarised the matter for 
consideration. She explained that the matter had been referred to the Sub-
Committee for determination by Worcestershire Regulatory Services because an 
objection had been made opposing Mr Johnson’s application.

Natalie Graham, Technical Officer on behalf of Worcestershire Regulatory 
Services (WRS),  was then invited present her Report. She explained that WRS 
had received an application for a premises licence on 31st August 2018 from 
Hera Foods. The applicant is applying for the following licensable activities:

Activity Days From To Indoors/Outdoors

Late Night Refreshment Everyday 23:00 - 03:00 Both

Sale of Alcohol Everyday 11:00 - 03:00
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Chicago Pizza is an established takeaway and delivery business that operates in 
Barbourne, approximately one mile from the City Centre. The premises has an 
existing licence which has been held since 2005 and authorises the following 
licensable activities:

Activity Days From To Indoors/Outdoor
s

Late Night Refreshment Friday to Saturday 23:00 00:30 N/A

Late Night Refreshment Sunday to Thursday 23:00 23:30 N/A

Sale of Alcohol Sunday 12:00 22:30 N/A

Sale of Alcohol Monday to 
Saturday

10:00 23:00 N/A

When asked by the Chair, Ms Graham confirmed there were no incidents or 
past history that the Sub-Committee needed to be aware of. 

Mr Mercer explained that new owners were planning to develop an existing 
takeaway business. Alcohol would be available in sealed vessels. Drinking 
indoors would not be allowed. He explained that all takeaways to be delivered 
to customers would be via the front entrance of the shop. He went on to say 
that there was a parking strip at the rear of the shop which belonged to 
neighbouring businesses and was used for occasional stock deliveries. These 
would usually happen between 3 – 4.30 p.m. and no later than 7 p.m.

The Chair asked Mr Mercer to clarify that the rear parking spaces would  not be 
used in the evenings. Mr Mercer explained that with permission of the 
neighbouring businesses stock deliveries were made usually taking between 10-
15 minutes. 

Mr Mercer was asked to explain what was meant in the application by “No 
alcohol will be sold without a substantial food order”. Mr Johnson explained that 
the minimum cost for a pizza to be delivered was £9.99. When questioned 
about what a minimum spend would be in store, rather than delivery Mr 
Johnson initially said a £5 minimum before alcohol could be purchased. 
Following discussion with Mr Mercer he agreed that £9.99 would be the 
minimum spend in store. When questioned by the Chair if signage would be 
displayed in store stating this, Mr Johnson said yes, it would. The Chair then 
asked if a complaints book would be kept that could be inspected by police or 
regulatory services staff. This too, was agreed. He also confirmed that CCTV 
was already installed. 

Mr Haydn Thomas, a local resident, had made an objection to the application 
regarding noise and disruption. Mr Thomas was asked by the Chair if he had 
any questions. He commented that the new licence application was for the sale 
of alcohol until 3 a.m. everyday. He thought this was excessive. Mr Mercer 
explained that it was very unlikely that the licensing extension times would be 
used during the week and the takeaway would only operate until 3 a.m. on 
weekends. f

Mr Thomas then presented his objections. He told the Sub-Committee that he 
had been a resident of Barbourne Lane for 4 years and due to the location with 
a pub and takeaway nearby he was aware that there may be some noise 
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disruption. However, he felt that Chicago’s Pizza should respect that fact it was 
located in a residential area and was concerned about additional noise created 
by deliveries and collections up to 3 a.m.

Mr Mercer assured Mr Thomas that no stock deliveries or takeaway deliveries 
would take place at the rear of the shop during the evenings. He noted that the 
pub across the road from the premises created more noise than the takeaway. 

All parties were given the opportunity to make a final statement. Ms Graham 
had nothing further to add. Mr Mercer had nothing further to add.

All parties with the exception of the Members of the Sub-Committee and 
representatives of Legal and Democratic Services, then withdrew to enable the 
Sub-Committee to consider its decision.

In considering the decision the following legal advice was given:

 That the Licensing Objectives must be the paramount consideration.

 That the Sub-Committee may only have regard to the representations which 
promote the four licensing objectives.

 The Sub-Committee must consider only those matters directly relevant to 
the premises under consideration and only those matters that fall under the 
licensing committee’s jurisdiction. 

 If having granted the premises licence problems do occur then the licence 
can be brought back before a Sub-Committee to seek a review of the 
decision.

All parties were then recalled and the Chairman explained that the Sub-
Committee had regard to:

 The licensing objectives set out on the Licensing Act 2003.
 The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy.
 The guidance issued under section 182 of the Act.
 The Report presented by the Licensing Officer, Worcestershire Regulatory 

Services.
 The application and oral representations made at the Hearing, on behalf 

of Chicago Pizza, by Mr Bill Mercer and Mr Siril Johnson.
 The written representation and oral representations made by Mr Haydn 

Thomas.

Having considered all of the above it was: 

RESOLVED: That the Sub-Committee grant the application in 
accordance with the operating schedule. 

The reasons for the Sub-Committee’s decision were as follows:
 
 The Sub-Committee noted and considered the written and oral 

representations made by the applicant. Members considered this to be a 
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comprehensive application and demonstrated a clear understanding of the 
licensing objections. 

 The Sub-Committee noted the applicant’s response to the objections raised 
and in particular the concerns regarding the use of the rear parking area. It 
was confirmed that the business does not have any parking facilities at the 
rear of the premises and that they will not be using the area for anything 
other than the occasional delivery.  

 It was confirmed that stock deliveries would only be made up until 
approximately 7pm and the deliveries of food will only be from the front of 
the business premises only.

 The Sub-Committee noted the willingness of the applicant to operate a 
Complaints Book and also to have signage to restrict the sale of alcohol to a 
minimum food order.  

 In considering the licensing objectives the Sub-Committee noted that no 
objections had been received from any of the responsible authorities 

 Overall the Sub-Committee considered that the procedures in place and 
assurances given with regards to the use of the rear parking area addressed 
the objection raised and therefore the licence would be granted with the 
conditions as set out in the Operating Schedule.

 The Sub-Committee was mindful of the review process that applies to any 
premises that fails to promote the licensing objectives and the ability of any 
party to bring the licence before the Sub-Committee should evidence be 
obtained to prove that the premises is failing to meet its obligations.

An appeal to the Magistrates’ Court against the Sub-Committee’s decision must 
be lodged within 21 days.

Duration of the meeting: 10.00 – 11.10 a.m.

Chairman at the meeting on
26th October 2018


